
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A sound engineer, a rolling recording studio, 
2 years, 25 countries and MANY street musicians. 

1 Album. 1 Book. 1 Movie. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

HI MY NAME IS MARTEN 
 
… and I gave myself a mission.I wanted to bring the European Continent a little closer 
together just with an old rusty van and a bunch of microphones. The ideas was to find the 
best street musicians from all around Europe, record their music, and share their stories with 
the world.  
2 years and 25 countries later it is finally done. A Collection of Europe's Pavement Melodies. 
Released as vinyl, book, and full length documentary movie. 
 

 
 
  
LET’S MAKE A STATEMENT 
 
I think that an album with street musicians from 25 countries, that mostly play original music 
and that are still totally of the radar of the music industry, is a very powerful message for this 
world. 
I think it shows us that we don't have to only look at big stages and TV shows to find 
incredible artists, and it shows us that sometimes "imperfection" is the only ingredient 
missing in order to make something "perfect". 
 
So let's bring this album to life and connect an entire continent through music so pure and 
rough, we may have ignored a thousand times before. 
 
50% CHARITY 
 
"Sounds Like Van Spirit" has always been a completely independent one-man-operation, 
and my goal was to always help artists reach a bigger audience. Unfortunately, I don't have 
the means to take over the royalty administration for over 50 musicians on my own. 
Especially since some of them don't even have a bank account and with others, most of the 
times, I communicated with improvised sign language. This is why I agreed, with every 
participating artist, that 50% of all profit from all album sales will support a charity that 
commits itself to making the world a better place through music and musical education. And I 
believe I have found the most suitable partner for this, "musicians without borders". 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“YOU HAVE TO DO IT BECAUSE YOU LOVE IT” 
 
This is probably the most important lesson that, spending two years with incredible street 
musicians from many different countries, has taught me. 
I want to take you on that journey once more, so that you can see what I saw, feel what I felt, 
learn from the mistakes I made and experience the authentic art of true musicians and listen 
to what they have to say.  
 
 
 
  



 

DOCUMENTARY MOVIE 
I didn't have a script when I first began my journey 
I simply taped everything I found interesting. Only after having filmed every recording 
session, dozens of interviews, landscape sceneries, road trip diaries, ups and downs, 
serious and stupid moments I decided to turn this experience into a full length 2 hour 
documentary style movie. 
 

 
“YOU ARE HERE TO CREATE” a 120 min movie about the “SoundsLikeVanSpirit” journey 
that inspires to create and discovers the beauty of the imperfect. 
 
 
 
TRAILERS & SCENES 
 
 
 
  



 

 
A COLLECTION OF EUROPE’S PAVEMENT MELODIES 
 

 
VINYL 
CDs are dead and vinyls are back 
I’m happy to share with you the 20 hottest tracks, recorded from all over Europe presented 
onto two 12” inch Vinyl Disks. Including a digital album version, which will be downloadable 
right after the campaign ends.  
 
 BOOK(let) 
In the 90s we had CDs & CDs had booklets 
So, you could look beyond the music. Well, I believe CDs are dead, but booklets are still 
dope. There is too much I wanna share that cannot fit into a standard sized booklet. So, it’s 
got to be an extended booklet. 
Actually, a 250 page, full color “BOOK(let)” which will include a digital album version, 
comprised by the songs of the vinyl and also, all other songs I recorded throughout the two 
years, but didn’t fit on the vinyl disks. 
In the BOOK(LET) you’ll find many behind the scenes of the journey, beautiful pictures, a 
place for all songs including the lyrics, extracts from interviews and much more. 
(written in English) 
 
Tape 
Imagine a road trip in a van that is older than you 
Just you, your lover or best friend and new land ahead of you to explore. 
No CD player or bluetooth radio miles around you. Just your trusted tape deck. 
And that’s the exact reason why this album will be released on tape,  
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
MY MISSION 
 
During my third year studying MediaMusic in the Netherlands, I encountered a Dutch busker 
that changed the way I perceived street music. His voice and music was so raw and pure, I 
haven't felt many times before. His guitar was slightly detuned and he didn't play his 
instrument in a virtuosic way. Yet, it were these imperfections that caught me. 
 
I felt that his music had to be heard and offered to him to record his album. And just a few 
weeks later we met at my university's studio to do so. It was the beginning of a special 
friendship for me.  
Months passed and I couldn't stop thinking about how cool it would be to do this not just in 
the Netherlands, but everywhere. The world seemed to big and Holland too small. 
 
Being German and living in the Netherlands I couldn't decide where I wanted to start my 
professional life after university and wanted to see more places of this world before making 
that choice. This was the perfect opportunity for me to travel and take my job and passion 
with me, and that's how the "SoundsLikeVanSpirit" idea was born. 
  
 
I WAS DRIVEN BY AN IDEA 
 
An idea of connecting people and countries through songs, played by musicians which you 
probably have never heard of and so I turned my idea into a personal mission.  
 
I bought an old ice cream truck, converted it into a rolling recording studio with a bed and 
kitchen. Found a few sponsors that helped me to get started and then terminated my 
apartment's contract to start my journey of recording street musicians from every corner of 
Europe. 
It has taken me a year longer than I thought and I wasn't sure if I could finish it. But now, 2 
years later I proudly present to you "Sounds Like Van Spirit – A Collection of Europe's 
Pavement Melodies". 
 
I am deeply thankful for all the incredible artists I've met during my journey that not only 
showed me their art, but also let me into their lives, sharing friends, meals and incredible 
moments. 
 
I've tried my best to pass on that feeling to you through an album that is hand-crafted with 
love and a book(let) that lets you look behind the music and experience this journey from the 
inside out. 
 
  



 

 
 
 
PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
 
TIMELINE: 
August 2019 - Release Concert in NL & Germany 
August - September  2019 Promo Tour & Project Presentations 
October - Movie Premiere 
(In development) Summer 2019 “SoundsLikeVanSpirit” Concert Tour  
 
 
LINKS: 
International (English) Pre-Order & Crowdfund Site: http://bit.ly/SLVS-INDIEGOGO 
European (multilingual) Pre-Order & Crwodfund Site: http://bit.ly/SLVS-ULULE 
 
Project Trailer: http://bit.ly/SLVS-Trailer 
 
Recorded Music: http://bit.ly/SLVS-sessions 
 
Movie Interview Sample: http://bit.ly/SLVS-InterviewSample 
 
Movie Seville Sample: http://bit.ly/SLVS-SEVILLE 
 
Press-kit Picture Folder: http://bit.ly/SLVS-Presskit 
 
 
 
CONTACT: 
 
Marten Berger 
Hasenbrink 16 
48455 Bad Bentheim 
GERMANY 
 
mail: marten@soundslikevanspirit.eu 
phone: +4917664282578 
 
I speak German, English and Dutch 
 
 
PROJECT PARTNERS: 
 
SHURE DACH, Musician Without Borders, De Nieuwe Oost, ArtEZ University of the Arts, 
Kulturforum St. MIchael, Rotary Club Emsland 
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